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murder, whatever their motives or the character of their causation, are instances of real disorder in the moral world, because violations of a law which is not created by any thoughts or imaginations of ours. There is a plain distinction between causation and fitness, and the latter is as really in nature as the former.
Man, according to Holbach, is entirely material Immateriality and spirituality he pronounces to be meaningless words. The mental faculties he represents as only determinate manners of acting which result from the peculiar organisation of the body; feeling, thought, and will, as only modifications of the nerves and brain. He reiterates and amplifies these assertions, but he does not prove them ; and, indeed, they are obviously not only erroneous but nonsensical. The brain is a thing which can be examined by sight and other senses; its minutest changes might be traced by an eye of sufficient strength, or by an ordinary eye assisted by a sufficiently powerful microscope; but a thought, a feeling, a volition cannot even be conceived as perceived by the sight or any sense. When a man describes any state of consciousness as a modification of the brain, or of any part of the body, he uses language to which no meaning can be attached.
Holbach, believing that there is no God, and that all that is called spirit in man is merely a